GERMANY AND WESTERN CIVILIZATION

and to achieve some degree of economic and moral health. All
these possibilities might have been denied her until we discov-
ered that we could not save ourselves without her. Her indus-
trial power is needed for the whole of Europe, even as her eco
nomic health is required to prevent the spread of communism
in Europe.

As we review the history of the last five years, we can already
detect one error after another, made in our pride and in our
hatred, which we must now rectify in the interest of our com-
mon perils. We may be particularly grateful that France, whose
ancient feud with Germany might have wrecked the unity of
the Western world, has found a way of harnessing the energies
of Germany while at the same time guaranteeing that her new
power will not be used aggressively against the West.

There is no certainty that Germany will be fully restored to
health. It is possible that, even with this new sense of com-
munity with the Western world, Germany will lack sufficient
economic health to make her moral convalescence certain. Even
the most hopeful predictions for Germany's future do not bring
hope to the hopelessness of her millions of expellees, who may
never be integrated into her economy. Furthermore, Germany
pursues a political course of such orthodox liberalism that the
higher living standards of the western zone, as compared with
the eastern, are not so impressive as they might be because
there are such glaring inequalities, not to say iniquities, in its
distribution of wealth. Whether we or the dominant political
party of Germany (in which clericalism is curiously mixed with
republicanism) is primarily responsible for this turn of affairs it
is difficult to say. We have obviously pressed upon Germany
economic and political notions which we do not practice our-
selves. In an economy of scarcity these produce rather fantastic
results.

We cannot guarantee that the expellees may not create in
their desperation various forms of political extremism. Nor can
we be certain that the authoritarian molds of German education
will be broken. Germany is still a risk. But, fortunately, the
Western world has been driven by necessity, if not by imagina-
tion, to accept this risk.

We, on the other hand, have discovered, particularly in the